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<Opinion 3 >
"Problems with Japanese and Korean
Education in General,
2nd grade Shun KAWATA

A English education

Through the exchange meeting, I realized afresh the
pointlessness of English education in Japan. During
the discussion, when students were allowed to talk
freely, the Japanese students were translating their
Japanese words into English, which often interrupted
the flow of communication. This showed that when
they talked, their mindsets remained Japanese. In
contrast, some students in Korea were capable of
putting their ideas together using only English.
Obviously, there were differences in the quality of
education between the two countries, so I asked the
Korean students some questions regarding English
education in Korea.

Students in Korea learn English from four different
aspects; reading, writing, listening, and speaking,
while in Japan, we are only taught grammar. Their
English classes mainly revolve around presentation
and their mother tongue, Korean, isn’ t involved in it
at all, which means, they are taught how to think in
English rather than how to use them. In Japan, we
learn English only as a tool based on the Japanese
language. This means that people in Korea are given
chances to create mindsets which corresponds only to
English, while the Japanese are taught nothing but
codes converted directly from their mother tongue.

Actually, this isn’ t the only case with Korea. Take
the education system in the U.S. for example. In every
school, there are classes called ESL (English Second
Language), which are set especially for those whose
mother tongue aren’ t English. Of course, the use of
languages other than English is prohibited during
classes, and students don’ tlearn grammar first, as we
do in Japan. Instead, they are assigned books to read.
When they find unfamiliar words, they look them up

in English-English dictionaries. When they write book
reports, they use dictionaries called thesaurus to
expand vocabularies. When they read words aloud,
they imitate the native speaker’ s pronunciation.

When learning a second language, the mother
tongue must not be involved at all. This is because the
brain functions in completely different ways when we
use another language. The Japanese should realize
this. It is well known worldwide that the Japanese and
the Korean are the top two people who lack English
communication skills, but through this exchange
meeting, I felt a sense of crisis that Japan is being left
behind, even to Korea, to the climate of globalization.
I hoped these opportunities would become a trigger
for the Japanese to reconsider English education.

B Problem with Japanese Education in
General

I learned how antiquated Japanese
education was. The biggest problem is that education
in Japan create an environment which makes students
unavoidable to be passive. Students are enforced to sit
in class and memorize everything the teacher says.
They are not given chances to think critically about
what’ s written on the text book. They are not given
opportunities to share their opinions.

One of the reasons for this is that Japanese schools
lack information appliances, such as computers and
interactive whiteboards. In many countries including
Korea, new information technology are applied to
education. There are newest types of computers in

style of

each classroom and teachers use interactive
whiteboards connected to the internet. The benefit of
this
materials to use for education. They can draw
interest by stimulating their sight and
hearing by using aural and ocular information such as
animation, pictures, and various forms of data.
Computers allow students to learn how to choose
proper, necessary information and put them together
into a document, or a presentation. Students can
critically interpret the gathered information, and
express their ideas freely, which means that they can
be a positive learner.

Another reason for this is that Japanese schools
don’ t put much emphasis on school libraries. In
Japan, there is an atmosphere in school libraries
which makes students stay away from it. It’ s because

students aren’ t taught how to utilize books as a tool

is that teachers won’ t be restricted from

students’
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for learning. In the U.S., there are countless books
and resources in school, and the proportion of school
libraries is as large as that of public libraries, even in
elementary schools. School libraries are called Medea
Center. As you can see from the naming, it isn’ t a
place just for reading. There are various information
media such as computers, and students are taught
how to deal with information in general correctly.
Also, schools encourage students to use the library by
campaigns to readers,
periodically assigning students to write book reports
and introducing appropriate books every month.
Here, students are taught to become active learners.

giving award earnest

C Problem with Korean education in general

The main problem is that people are too
enthusiastic about name value of schools. Parents put
so much pressure on children to study that many
students in Korea feel they are being forced to study.
Due to business structure of Korea, people inevitably
feel that studying is the only way toward happiness.
This could be represented by the abnormally short
amount of time spent on club activities. High school
students in Korea are scheduled to study almost all
day and have almost no leisure time. When I asked
the students about their hobby, the answers were
mainly indoor activities which could be done alone,
such as reading, watching TV, listening to music, and
playing video games. They didn’ t know how to
enjoy leisure time by interacting with others, or by
being enthusiastic about a particular activity. I
suspected that they might not even have the notion of
leisure activities. Everything other than studying is
negated by parents, and the hobbies are only ways to
escape reality, rather than something that help mature
their characters. During the discussion, one of the
students said that he envied Japanese students
because they were given much more opportunities to
have various experiences through club activities.
Koreans should keep it in mind that money and social
status are only requirements. It is important to be
enthusiastic about something that attract our interest
because it helps expands our view.

D Ideal Form of education

During the discussion, we both noticed the
importance of wisdom. We both agreed that plain
knowledge acquired through memorization were
pointless and at times dangerous. Also, we agreed that

education system of both countries were inadequate.
Japan needs to reflect budget for education and
improve school facilities, and Korea needs to
reconsider the purpose of education. In my opinion,
education cost a lot of money, but money shouldn’ t
be reserved from being invested to students. From my
experience in the U.S. I admit that Japanese and
Korean style of grinding knowledge into students is
partly necessary for it helps make studying everyday a
habit for each student. But, what we need afterwards
studying
fascinating, more opportunities to interact with others,

is a better environment that makes

and more time to learn how to make correct use of
knowledge.
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